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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Greetings Top Cats 

At last the riding season is upon us. While April can be 
unpredictable we have a couple of rides to get us out there 
once again. The kickoff ride will have a new route to the 
brunch this year and Larry's April ride is always an adven-
ture. Thanks to the efforts of many we expect to have plen-
ty of rides to choose from, as has been the case for some 
time now. While there are still many open dates yet to be 
booked, it's hard for me not to be excited at the prospects 
for another excellent year. 

This winter there were some new opportunities to stay in 
touch with your fellow Top Cats during the off season. 
Give a big thanks to Greg Smith and your activities team 
for taking the time to throw together these social events. 
Attendance was strong at all of the events so I would hope 
that next year we could have some new ones. We had 34 
Top Cats attend the Wild Hogs dinner/movie evening. 

This past month we had a G.R.A.S.S class and a Road 
Captains meeting. Both of these remind me of the 
strengths that this club has. Some of you have not attend-
ed a G.R.A.S.S class in many years. Do your best to try and 
make the May 25th or any of this years classes. So much is 
shared and it's much more then a handful of slides. The 
interaction allows for our Senior Road Captains to share 
more knowledge as specific issues are discussed. It's also 
common for us all to learn from those attending. After all, 
our membership has a lot of experience. Let's fill that class-
room up! 

This years Charity Ride is shaping up to be the best ever. 
We have a great group of volunteers getting everything 
planned and ready to go. The next few months will be crit-
ical as we begin the fund raising selling raffle tickets and we 
get the word out. Of course it can't hurt for everyone to 
pray for nice weather. 

Please use all of the advice you have been hearing for the 
past few months regarding the start of the riding season. All 
of you are an important part of this club and we need each 
of you to keep those wheels upright. 

2007 
Senior Road Captains 

Congratulations to the following riders who have been 
elected as Senior Road Captains or recertified as Active 
Senior Road Captains for 2007. Their recertification is 
the result of participating in the Top Cats Safety Program, 
writing / presenting safety tips, teaching GRASS, and 
leading / mentoring Top Cat rides in 2006. 

Bard Boand 

Gary Brandt 

Ric Case 

Jim Heniff 

Wayne Kirkpatrick 

Terry Kumro 

John Lunde 

Tom Malia 

Craig Martens 

Chuck Prettyman 

Don Schaffer 

Sandy Vernon 

Remember, any member who desires to lead a ride, 
should contact one of the above Seniors for mentoring 
and assistance. 

Gary 



OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

Brandt Gary President 847-668-9771 cgb002@comcast.net  
Lunde John VP 815-459-2488 mongerl@hotmail.com  
Malia Thomas Treasurer 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Zawila Keith Secretary 847-970-9026 keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  
Prettyman Chuck Past Pres. 847-854-5929 topcats2003@aol.com  
Krepel Windy Director 815 459-9345 bikertt72@sbcglobal.net  
Adams Lynn Director 847-657-9363 adams2144@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Director 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  
Smith Greg Director 847-870-0957 vethog@comcast.net  

COMMITTEES 

Adams Lynn Charity 847-657-9363 adams2144@comcast.net  
Kirkpatrick Wayne Safety 847 854-4137 wkirkpa177@aol.com  
LaMonica John ROAR 847-446-6362 jlamonica2@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Webmaster 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  
Brandt Muriel Activities/Hotline 847-546-9771 meo1957@comcast.net  
Carmody Robert Mbrship/Products 312-498-1354 Bcarmody@email.com  
Strickler Peggy MSF 847-438-3162 chameleonbiker@aol.com  

ACTIVITIES  
April - June 2007 

Apr o3 General Meeting Clubhouse Tavern 	Buffalo Grove 7:30pm G. Brandt 
Apr 10 Board Meeting Durty Nellies 	Palatine 7:3opm G. Brandt 
Apr 15 Kickoff Ride BP Station RT 72/Barrington Rd 9:00am A. Konsewicz 
Apr 28 Long Distance Ride Mobile Sta, RT 12 & Ela Rd 7:ooam L. Scalzitti 
May 01 General Meeting Durty Nellies 	Palatine 7:3opm G. Brandt 
May 06 G.R.A.S.S Class Clubhouse Tavern 	Buffalo Grove 9:00am R. Case 
May o8 Board Meeting Durty Nellies 	Palatine 7:30pm G. Brandt 
May 12 P.A.D.R.E Salt Creek Park Dist.Sycamore 3:00pm Mark Heller 
May 20 Bike Show Durty Nellies 	Palatine itooam N/A 
May 20 Little Angels Ride Watch the WEB site for Details TBD John Lunde 
May 27 Sunrise Ride Watch the WEB site for Details TBD Dennis Dougherty 
Jun 18 Ride 2 Work Day Businesses 	Nationwide All day Everyone 

Call the hotline (847) 622-3501 for updates and check the web site at: www.topcats.org  



TopCats General Meeting 
Minutes 

(March 6, 2007) 
By Keith Zawila 

President Gary Brandt called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm 
at Durty Nellie's. 

We welcomed the following guests: Bruce & Ben 
Pankiewicz (guest of Bill Ryan), Bob & Wanda Rwecco 
(guest of John Garramone), Mike Livingston (guest of Don 
Schaffer), Ken Kranz (guest of Greg Smith), and Gary 
Becker (guest of Ric Case). 

Gary made the following request: if anyone has an old digital 
camera they're thinking of getting rid of, please consider 
donating it to the club so we can use them to take pictures dur-
ing our rides. 

Bob Carmody (Membership) 
Bob noted our 2007 membership dues have been collected. 
Bob also introduced our new members, 
Joan DeRango and Fred Radtke, and presented them their 
pins. 

Greg Smith (Director) 
Announced the availability of brochures, flyers, and posters 
for the Charity ride, and requested everyone's assistance in get-
ting them distributed. Reminded folks who haven't picked up 
their raffle tickets to please see Ric Case. Also reminded folks 
pre-registration has begun, so please sign up for the ride as 
soon as you are able. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick (Safety Chair) 
Traveler gave us an update on our Sturgis ride. While you can 
see ROAR for details, he noted that reservations for our 20 
rooms ($190/night) should be made by April 15. Doing so 
allows you the ability to cancel them by July 9 without penal-
ty (if you need to). 

Terry Kumro provided us some information on various sites 
and activities available in the Sturgis area (i.e. Mt Rushmore, 
Crazy Horse Monument, Custer National Park, Spearfish 
Canyon, etc). 

Greg Smith (Director) 
Updated us on activities (there are many plans in the works, so 
please check the schedule and website for additional informa-
tion). Of note for those considering the Door County ride: 
there are currently 2 rooms left in our original block. 
Randy Braun reminded us about the July 13 - July 30 HOG 
Posse ride. If you are interested, please contact Randy. 

Larry Scalzitti (Long Distance Rides) 
Distributed a document identifying some of the work this com-
mittee has been up to the last few months. Contained in it were 
the descriptions of 4 types of rides and activities being pre-
sented: Iron Butt Association type rides, multiple-day rides, 

long rides with multiple join-up and departure rides, and riding 
seminars/workshops that pertain to the long distance rider. 
Some examples of these included: 

April 28 - Larry's 450 mile ride 
May 22 - a seminar at Cycle Werks (Barrington) dis-

cussing items to consider for long rides 
June 1 - Tom Malia's Lake Superior Tour that will tag 

onto the Door County ride 
July 9 - Iron Butt Association's Lower Great Lakes 

1000 
August 25 - Tom Nichols Blue Ridge Highway and 

Tail of the Dragon Quest. 

These are just a sample of some of the activities offered (an 
Alaskan Adventure, a Mexican Odyssey, and the Stagecoach 
ride down to Stockton, Alabama are also being planned). If 
interested, see Larry. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary) 
Mentioned a few items you may want to consider as we get 
closer to riding season. Now is the time to check your gear, 
your bike, and prepare for the season. Now is a good time to 
get your eyesight checked (good vision is a requirement, not a 
luxury). And before you head out on that first ride, when time 
and conditions permit, get some practice in to refresh your 
skills. 
Introduced Wayne Kirkpatrick (Safety Chair) who shared 
some comments on preparation. 
Ric Case provided a safety tip on dealing with those 'sensor' 
stop lights that don't turn green. A few suggestions: if time and 
traffic permit, get off your bike and go over to press the 'walk' 
button; move your bike to the corners of the sensors cut in the 
road (sometimes that registers your bike and changes the 
light); put your kickstand down in the corners of the sensors; 
if there is a car behind you, move up a bit and suggest it does 
also to register your presence in the lane; if all else fails, there's 
always the right turn and come back maneuver. 
Don Schaffer reminded everyone about the upcoming "all" 
Road Captains meeting, planned for March 18, from 9 - 11, at 
the ClubHouse. All Road Captains are expected to attend. 
Don also explained the purpose of Road Captains and our 
GRASS class to the guests in attendance. 
Peggy Strickler (MSF) introduced Windy Krepel for a safe-
ty tip. Windy offered several suggestions to making yourself 
more visible in traffic. In addition to bright clothing and extra 
lights on your bike, try moving around in your lane so you 
don't become a stagnant target. You own the entire lane so use 
it. Moving from one side to the other may just make you more 
visible to that car making a left turn, or heading in your direc-
tion. 

We had our 50/50 raffle (congratulations to Mike Livingston). 
We also had a raffle for a TopCats ball cap (congratulations to 
Joan DeRango). 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:31 pm. 



Board Meeting 
(March 13, 2007) 

By Keith Zawila 

Board Members: Present: Gary Brandt, John 
Lunde, Keith Zawila, Tom Malia, Lynn Adams, Windy 
Krepel, Andy Konsewicz, Greg Smith, Chuck 
Prettyman. 

Proceedings: President Gary Brandt called the meet-
ing to order at 7:30 pm. 

The Minutes from the January meeting, previously dis-
tributed, were approved. 

Greg Smith (Director) Updated us on activities. 
Every Sunday in May, except Mother's Day, has a ride 
scheduled. One Saturday in May also has an event 
scheduled. On 6/10, the Ladies Only Brunch is sched-
uled. A request was made for the approval of spend-
ing up to $50 on individual invitations (including 
postage)for this event. The request was approved. 

Tom Malia (Treasurer) Our current Operating 
account has $10,733 in it; our Charity account has 
roughly $120 in it. A review of the initial draft of our 
2007 Budget was held. All of the items contained on 
the Budget were reviewed and discussed in light of the 
fact we had a deficit spending year last year, and 
could very well do the same this year. And while this 
would in no way jeopardize the solvency of the 
club,we do need to keep a close eye on our expenses 
to make certain we appropriately use the resourceswe 
have at hand. Several ideas to generate additional 
revenue were discussed (i.e. seeking more advertis-
ing for ROAR, etc); these ideas will be pursued. 

Lynn Adams (Director) Updated us on work being 
done for the Charity ride. Thought is being given to 
adding dates to our Activity Calendar of fairs and/or 
events we could have members volunteer to attend to 
sell our raffle tickets. 

Andy Konsewicz (Director) Indicated work is pro-
gressing on the cleanup of the website. Additional 
turnover from the previous Coordinator is being 
acquired, and plans for future updates are in the 
works. 
Gary Brandt (President) Initiated a discussion on 2 
proposed updates to the By-Laws. They are both con-
tained in Article VII, Meetings and Voting) and the 
revisions are as follows: 

Section 1: There must be a minimum of one General 
meeting of the membership each year scheduled per 
the Direction of the Board of Directors for the purpose 

of holding elections and be based on terms of office 
requirements. Other meetings are also scheduled and 
held based on the direction of the Board of Directors. 
(The previous wording in this Section noted the annu-
al meeting of the membership shall be held each year 
at least 30 days prior to annual elections. This wording 
was altered to more accurately reflect our actual elec-
tion process and removing the requirement to having 
the only required meeting prior to the election). 

Section 3: Communication of the time and place of any 
meeting of the Board, General membership, and in the 
case of special meetings, the purpose or purposes for 
which the meeting is called, may be communicated via 
email, the Official Club Website, standard mail, phone, 
fax or other electronic or print communication meth-
ods. The Board may direct a set meeting schedule 
and post it on the Official Club Website and/or email, 
in which case only changes need to be communicated 
using the fastest available resource. In special cases, 
the Board may approve other forms of communica-
tions to meet either the clubs or individuals needs. 
(The previous wording in this Section noted written 
notice of any meeting should be mailed to the last 
known address of each member not less than 10, and 
not more than 30 days prior to the meeting. The word-
ing was altered to reflect modern day methods of com-
munications widely available to all members. It was 
also altered to remove the time restriction of this com-
munication so it would not hinder our ability to act 
quickly to call a meeting if required). After much dis-
cussion, a motion was made to accept these changes. 
They were approved (8 'yes' votes, and 1 'no' vote). . 

Gary presented a proposal to increase the promotion 
of the club. Gary requested Bob Carmody research 
the acquisition of 11x17 flags for our membership. 
Starting in 2007, new members would be presented a 
flag upon their acceptance into the club and current 
members could purchase these at a reasonable price 
to be determined (probably $10). Gary requested the 
Board's approval on the acquisition of 100 white flags 
and 35 yellow flags only if they could be acquired for 
less than $10 per flag. The Board approved this acqui-
sition based on some additional criteria for the flag that 
Gary will research. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for April 10th, 7:30 pm 
at Durty Nellie's. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 pm. 



2007 
Road Captains 

Congratulations to the following riders who 
have earned their Road Captain tab or 
recertified as a Road Captain for 2007. 
Their recertification is the result of attend-
ing the Road Captain GRASS module and 
/ or leading a Top Cat ride in 2006. 

Bob Brizzolara 

George Cumpata 

Dennis Dougherty 

Mark Heller 

Ron Kostus 

Stefan Levy 

Carl Marcyan 

Bill Ryan 

Larry Scalzitti 

Greg Smith 

Fred Zimbric 

Call For Cameras!!! 
By Gary Brandt 

Most of us have upgraded to digital cameras over the past 
few years. What did you do with the old one? We are try-
ing to put together a stock of these used cameras to pass 
out to the road captains so they can have someone take pic-
tures at our rides and events. They don't need to have a lot 
of memory. If we could get 4 or 5 we could cover each 
month's schedule without a lot of hassle. Bring them to the 
next general meeting and any Board member can collect 
them. 

Homework... 
By Traveler 

At the end of this year's riding season, we will publish 
a test on the following questions. You'll have all sea-
son to ride along and develop your answers. 

Why do drugstores make the sick walk all the way to the 
back of the store to get their prescriptions while healthy 
people can buy cigarettes at the front? 

Why do people order double cheeseburgers, large fries, 
and a diet coke? 

Why do banks leave both doors open and then chain the 
pens to the counters? 

Why do we leave cars worth thousands of dollars in the 
driveway and put our useless junk in the garage? 

Why do they have drive-up ATM machines with Braille 
lettering? 

Why does the sun lighten our hair, but darkens our skin? 

Why do women put on mascara with their mouth open? 

Why don't you ever see the headline "Psychic Wins 
Lottery'? 

Why is "abbreviated" such a long word? 

Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavor and dish-
washing liquid made with real lemons? 

Why is the person who invests all your money called a 
broker? 

Why are they called apartments when they are all stuck 
together? 

And... why is leather waterproof on a cow's ass but not on 
your back? 



Black Hills Rally and Races 2007.... 
By Bard Boand 

The Top Cats' annual Sturgis ride is a must if you 
have never done it, or for many, a must for those 
who have done it many times and enjoy the cama-
raderie of their brother and sister Top Cats. 
Everything is planned for you...route, maps, hotels, 
many activities, tips, packing lists,...all you have to 
do is sign up, bring your credit card, and RIDE with 
your Top Cat brothers and sisters. 

Our host hotel, the Hotel Alex Johnson in Rapid City, 
SD, is a turn of the century beautiful historic land-
mark, with 3 bars, and the only 3 diamond restau-
rant in SD. The owners, Jim and Cathy Dieder, and 
their whole staff, take special care of the Top Cats 
every year, with many extra special perks they throw 
in every year, and their very warm hospitality. You 
are not just another guest, Top Cats are family to 
them. 

There will be day rides, special events, special din-
ners, not to mention the whole Sturgis scene and 
the HD / HOG expo and 2008 model introduction, 
just walking distance from the hotel. 

Our basic itinerary for 2007: 

Wed Aug 1, Lv DErJ Bistro, Lake Zurich, II, 0800, 
where fellow Top Cat and Bistro owner Dominique 
Legeai will feed us a free Bistro Breakfast. Drive 402 
scenic miles along Rt 12, Rt 33, Rt 14 to Mankado 
MN, the Holiday Inn Downtown, and have a special 
dinner ( optional ) at Mettlers Social Club, next door. 

Thr Aug 2, Ride Rt 14 all the way to Pierre SD, 350 
miles, to the Kelly Inn, a drink with Matt and Kitty at 
the Long Branch Saloon, dinner at La Menestra 
Italian Bistro, then back to the Long Branch for 
Karaoke, featuring a few Top Cats celebrities who 
have been practicing all year for this. Everything 
is walking distance from hotel. 

Fri, Aug 3, Ride The Badlands of SD, lunch at 
famous Wall Drug Store, and roll into Rapid City by 
mid afternoon....211 miles later. 

Once we arrive at the Alex, daily activities will be 
made for those who wish to follow. For those who 
feel more independent, the week is yours, but there 
will be optional activities planned daily, usually lead 
by a Top Cats Road Captain, or by Jim and Cathy 
Dieder, the hotel owners. Some people stay 3 or 4 
days, others all week. So many things to see and do, 

Badlands, Spearfish Canyon, Mt Rushmoor, Crazy 
Horse, Devils Tower, ride with the Buffalo in Custer 
State Park, Custer, Sundance, Hewlett, etc...Oh yes, 
Sturgis....all centrally located to Rapid City. And, join 
your fellow Top Cats at our annual Sturgis Banquet 
at the Alex Monday evening Aug 6. 

Return travel plans are usually small groups who 
have agreed on similar return dates and routes. 
Many riders wish to take more time and explore the 
west. Don't worry, there is always someone to ride 
home with, and by the time you're ready to leave, 
you'll be a long distance riding veteran, and much 
more adventurous than before you left. 

S0000 book your reservations NOW. 

Aug 1st, Holiday Inn Downtown Mankato, MN, 
507-345-1234, Top Cats block of rooms at $69. 

Aug 2nd, Kelly Inn, Pierre SD, 605-224-4140, Top 
Cats block at special price under $60 I believe. 

Aug 3rd, Hotel Alex Johnson, Rapid City SD, 800- 
888-ALEX(2539 ) Top Cats block at $190/ night. For 
our 2007 Sturgis trip, the Alex johnson has agreed to 
provide us with the following... 

$190/night for single or double. 
$10/night additional person. 
Upgrade to a suite for additional $20/night. 
Stay for five nights, get the sixth night free. 
Book 20 rooms, free banquet hall for our 

Sturgis banquet. 
Make reservations by Apr 15, no penalty 

for cancelling before July 9. 
Reservations after Apr 15 have until June 4 

to cancel without penalty. 
Late cancellations incur one night's room, 

tax costs. 

****when making reservations at any of our hotels, 
be sure to tell them you are with the TOP CATS. If 
you have any difficulty, the hotel contacts are Jerry 
Burke or Tiffany at Holiday Inn, John Allison at the 
Kelly Inn, and Naomi or Cathy Diedier at the Alex 
Johnson. Please book your rooms NOW, as other 
clubs are trying to talk these hotels into releasing our 
rooms early. Any further questions, please contact 
me, Bard Boand Sturgis RC, at 847-721-7470, or 
bard.boand@att.net  



Kaution Korner 
By Sandra Vernon 

When you picked up your mail today, did you 
receive an unexpected early birthday card? You 
know the one I am talking about, from the State of 
Illinois sayingE. Come on in for a visit and while 
you are here, renew your driving AND motorcycle 
license with a couple of written exams. 

Your first thought might be "oh sh-t, has it been four 
years already?", second thought might be "piece of 
cake", but your third thought should be "maybe I 
better reread the Illinois Motorcycle Operator 
Manual". This booklet reviews how to get your M 
Class motorcycle license. (Do you know the differ-
ence between a Class L and a Class M license?) It 
has sections on Preparing To Ride, Ride Within Your 
Abilities, Being in Shape to Ride and Earning Your 
License. If you have attended a GRASS Class, you 
will find a lot of the information in the booklet 
sounds very familiar. 
Here are a few of the sample questions from the 
manual. Read carefully. Are you ready? 

4.When riding in a group. inexperienced riders 
should position themselves:  

A. Just behind the leader. 
B. In front of the group. 
C. At the tail end of the group. 
D. Beside the leader. 

5.If you wait an hour for each drink before rid- 

A. You cannot be arrested for drinking and riding. 
B. Your riding skills will not be affected. 
C. Side effect from the drinking may still remain. 
D. You will be okay as long as you ride slowly. 

How did you do? Do you need to pickup a booklet 
at your nearby DMV? Maybe it is time to attend 
the next GRASS Class to refresh your memory. 
Even if it is not time to renew your license, it is 
always the right time to renew your knowledge of 
the rules of the road. 

Ride Safe 

(Answers: 1-D 2-B 3-C 4-A 5-C) 

1. When riding you should:  

A. Turn your head and shoulders to look through 
turns. 
B. Keep your arms straight. 
C. Keep your knees away from the gas tank. 
D. Turn just your head and eyes to look where you 
are going. 

2. To reduce your reaction time, you should:  

A. Ride slower than the speed limit. 
B. Cover the clutch and the brakes. 
C. Shift into neutral when slowing. 
D. Pull in the clutch when turning. 

3.The FRONT brake supplies how much of the 
potential stopping power?:  

A. About one-quarter. 
B. About one-half. 
C. About three-quarters. 
D. All the stopping power.  

HELP!!!! HELP!!!! HELP!!!! 

The Club needs your help. We need a person, or 
persons, to work with the ROAR Committee to coor-
dinate advertising for ROAR. This advertising helps 
subsidize the cost of ROAR and enables the produc-
tion of our world - class publication. The amount of 
time invested in this position is up to the individ-
ual. It requires contacting potential advertisers 
like, motorcycle dealers, accessory vendors, member 
business owners, etc., by phone, email, visits and 
coordinating their advertisement in ROAR. Contact 
our Vice President, John Lunde, Home: (815) 459-
2488, Work: (847) 382-3474, email: mongerl@hot-
mail.com,  for additional details of the position such 
as salary, medical and retirement benefits, company 
car, and job description. 
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Keith Zawila 
1605 York Court 
Mundelein, IL 60060 
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